
In 1976, the Birmingham Historical Society created its DOWNTOWN  
DISCOVERY TOUR, a guided experience of the city center, and a tour book. 
Downtown buildings were old, tired, unused and unappreciated. But the  
students on tours loved them.

It’s a new century. Most of downtown’s buildings have been fixed up. Children 
who discovered them as students now lead tours and teach the children who take 
them, encouraging all to look and see, enjoy and care for our city’s heritage. 

An exhibit at the Birmingham Public Library showcases the new Downtown 
Discovery Tour + Heritage Hunts and celebrates 25 years of tours. 
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25 Years of Downtown Discoveries

Among participants at the opening reception, 
above, are Pat Camp and Marjorie Lee White, 
crowned with laurels in appreciation for their ser-
vice; Society President Sara Ruiz de Molina and 
stalwart volunteer Emma Bell; left, McElwain stu-
dents  Jake Thomas and Asia Anchrum share the 
buildings they built for the exhibit with their families 
and tour guide Carole Sanders; and, right, 
Katherine Parker Shepherd (with Jim and baby 
Abigail) check out the Time Line of Birmingham 
she illustrated for the tour book. Photographs by 
Trustee Jim Strickland.



Research & Documentation
Research this year included the recording of house types 
from the city’s earliest years to post World War II, the 
planning for development of public parks in the 1920s and 
1930s, and civil rights history.

Above left, Prof Cheryl Morgan of the Auburn University Center for Architecture and Urban 
Studies sketches a Tudor style cottage in Bush Hills (photo courtesy The Birmingham News). 
Ms. Morgan, Peggy Balch and Anayi Reynolds, left, reviewed, photographed and drew archi-
tectural styles across the city.  

Above right, showing landscape architectural historian Phoebe Cutler of San Francisco 
Avondale Park are Jim Waters, architect for the current park restoration; Natasha (& Richard) 
Randolph; Marjorie White; Catherine Brown, president of the Friends of Avondale Park; and 
Carol Slaughter.  Photographed by Richard Randolph.

Below right, Powell School students and their Auburn architectural school Buddies  
photographed and drew details of the 1887 Powell School. New uses are currently being  
sought for the historic school building.

Left, Joy Philpot; right, Gregory Wilson, Victor Blackledge 
and Lola Hendricks led the try outs of the new History Hunts, 
as part of a Birmingham Cultural Alliance Program. 

Praises to Peggy for holding down  
the fort at the office and getting this 
report to you.

Volunteers Regan Huff and Edgar Marx help work 
on the Discovery Tour exhibit.



Meetings & Events

Accomplishments 2001

•	 Published the new Downtown Discovery Tour + 
History Hunts, self-guided explorations of city  
center for students of all ages

•	 Celebrated 25 Years of Downtown Discoveries at 
Birmingham Public Library with an exhibition & 
reception featuring the new guide & honoring  
program volunteers

•	 Researched Civil Rights landmarks, Avondale, 
Turkey Creek & Vulcan Parks, Shook Hill &  
architectural styles

•	 Developed a typography of Birmingham houses  
& conducted a summer field survey (drove every 
street) of 99 neighborhoods, analyzing extant types

•	 Feted B. B. Comer, Alabama’s education governor 
& his family with talks, an exhibit & published  
catalog of family portraits

.	 Sold publications across the city & the nation

The Society joined the Alabama and Birmingham chapters of the America 
Institute of Architects in sponsoring a Preservation Week Reception to 
honor Trustee Alice Bowsher and her new book Alabama Architecture

Dr. John Schnorrenberg led the annual tour of sacred places to the churches 
of Five Points South.

Trustee Martin Hames hosted the Annual Meeting in honor of Gov. B. B. 
Comer and his descendants at The Altamont School Fine Arts Center. Talks 
by Ellen Cooper Erdreich, Gillian Goodrich and Mr. Hames introduced the 

showing of Comer family pastel portraits. Pictured, above, are Mr. Hames 
and Craig Crockard with a portrait of his grandmother, Mignon Comer 
Smith, and Mike and Gillian Goodrich with her grandfather, Hugh Nabers. 

The gracious Susie and Peter Janders, left, hosted the annual 
Heritage Society Party at their beautifully restored home, 
the J. Warner Shook house. Pascal Shook told stories of  
growing up at Uncle Warner’s in the early 20th century as  
the younger generations listened. 



Preserving the past...while shaping the future.

CORPORATE DONORS
Partner  Alabama Power Foundation, Inc.
Sustainers Alabama Gas Corporation; Marx Brothers, Inc.; Protective Life 
Foundation; Royal Cup, Inc.; Southern Progress Corporation; The Thompson 
Foundation
Benefactors Altec/Styslinger Foundation; Balch & Bingham; The Briarcliff 
Foundation, Inc.; Jemison Investment Company, Inc.; Nimrod Long and Associates, 
Inc.; SouthTrust Bank of Alabama; United States Pipe and Foundry Company, Inc.
Patrons BE&K, Inc.;The Birmingham News and Post Herald; Birmingham Printing 
& Publishing, Inc; Mayer Electric Supply Company, Inc. 
Members Bayer Properties Incorporated; Brasfied & Gorrie General Contractors, Inc.
Matching Gifts  Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, Inc.; Time Warner Inc.; Vulcan 
Materials Company

SPECIAL PROJECTS and GIFTS 
DOWNTOWN DISCOVERY TOUR + HISTORY HIKES-The City of 
Birmingham, Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama Power Foundation, 
Birmingham Realty Company, The Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham, 
The Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust, Dr. & Mrs. Herbert E. Longenecker
FIELD GUIDE to HOUSE TYPES-Alabama Historical Commission, The City  
of Birmingham, The Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham
BIRMINGHAM CIVIL RIGHTS NATIONAL REGISTER DISTRICT-
Alabama Historical Commission, The City of Birmingham.
A Portable Microphone-Virginia Spencer. 

DONORS
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Adams, Mr. Dave Adkisson, Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Allen, Mr. & 
Mrs. A. Jack Allison, Jr., Dr. Samuel B. Barker, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur P. Beattie, Mr. & 
Mrs. Clarence Blair, Irene S. Blalock, Mr. & Mrs. Tom Tartt Brown, Mr. & Mrs. 
William F. Cain, Mrs. Bonnie G. Chew, Sr., Mrs. Charles T. Clayton,  Mr. Jerome A. 
Cooper, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Cosby, Mr. & Mrs. John Jordan Cowin, Mr. & Mrs. 
Peter G. Cowin, Mr. Kenneth R. Daniel, Mrs. Wilfred D. David, Dr. & Mrs. Alan R. 
Dimick, Mr. Rocye M. Earnest, Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Edwards, Dr. & Mrs. 
Frederick J. Elsas, Mrs. Albert Fairley, Mrs. Lillie M. H. Fincher, Mr. Albert G. 
Folcher, Jr., Mrs. Toula Fulford, Mr. Hugh S. Gainer, Mr. & Mrs. Sam Perry Given, 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Michael Goodrich, Mrs. Virgil L. Harris, Dr. & Mrs. P. Reginald Hug, 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Ireland II, Mr. & Mrs. James Milton Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Frank 
C. Jones, Mrs. Betsy Stout Jones, Mr. Carlo H. Joseph III, Mr. & Mrs. Louis Paul 
Kassouf, Mr. & Mrs. Frank E. Lankford, Mr. & Mrs. Linn Lower, Mr. Scott Mauldin, 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. McCoy,  Dr. & Mrs. Grady H. Nunn, Mr. & Mrs. J. Wray 
Pearce, Mr. & Mrs. David R. Pittman, Mr. & Mrs. William D. Prewitt, Mr. & Mrs. J. 
David Pugh, Mr. & Mrs. Harry C. Reich, Mr. & Mrs. John L. Rhoads, Mr. Lawrence 
Rosen, Mr. & Mrs. William E. Shanks, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. James W. Shepherd, Mr. & 
Mrs. Henry E. Simpson, Sandra Simpson, Mrs. Herbert E. Smith, Ms. Kay Henckell 
Smith, Mr. Jim Smither, Dr. & Mrs. David Sperling, Mrs. Cinny Shook Sproull, Dr. 
Samuel N. Stayer, Dr. Shirley Steele, Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Stockham, Mr. & Mrs. 
Donald Sweeney, Jr., Dr. Rodney Tucker, Dr. & Mrs. Bayard Tynes, Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles B. Webb, Jr., Mrs. Alabama Williams.

Birmingham Historical Society is a private, nonprofit organization whose mission is to contribute to the quality of life in Birmingham by preserving, 
learning from and celebrating the city’s past while shaping its future. For more information, to join the Society (Members receive newsletters, invi-
tations to special events and the annual publication, annual dues: $40.00) or to purchase publications, contact us at One Sloss Quarters, 
Birmingham, Alabama, 35222, telephone 205-251-1880, fax 205-251-3260, website: www.bhistorical.org.

THOSE WHO HAVE SUPPORTED OUR WORK
2001 CONTRIBUTIONS to November 30, 2001

HERITAGE SOCIETY MEMBERS
Patrons  Dr. & Mrs. Herbert E. Longenecker, Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles S. Caldwell III, Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Bowron, The 
Ehney A. Camp Jr., and Mildred T. Camp Foundation, Mr. 
Philip A. Morris, Mr. & Mrs. John H. Roberts, Mr. & Mrs. 
Hall W. Thompson, Mr. & Mrs. James H. White III, 
Members  Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Allen, Mr. Craig Allen, Jr., 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Allen, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur P. Bagby III, 
Ms. Candice W. Bagby, Mr. & Mrs. Eason  Balch, Jr., Mr. 
George W. Barber, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. T. M. Boulware, III, Mr. & 
Mrs. William A. Bowron, Jr. , Ms. Alice M. Bowsher, Mrs. 
John M. Bradley, Jr., Kaydee Erdreich Breman, Mr. & Mrs. 
Ehney A. Camp, III, Mrs. Ehney A. Camp, Jr., Ms. Pauline 
Ireland Carroll, Mr. James Franklin Carter, Mr. & Mrs. Allan 
J. Chappelle, Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey H. Cohn, Mr. & Mrs. 
William B. Collier, Mr. & Mrs. John N. Corey, Jr., Mr. & 
Mrs. Russell Cunningham, III, Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. 
Daniel, Mr. & Mrs. Corbin Day, Mr. Steve DeMedicis, Dr. & 
Mrs. Thomas T. Donald, Mrs. W. R. J. Dunn, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. 
William F. Edmonds, Mr. &  Mrs. James W. Emison, Mr. & 
Mrs. Benjamin L. Erdreich,, Mr. Joseph M. Farley, Mr. & 
Mrs. Samuel H. Frazier, Mr. & Mrs. James McLester French, 
Mr. & Mrs. John Gemmill, Mr. & Mrs. William M. Gresham, 
Mr. C. Martin Hames, Mr. & Mrs. Wyatt Haskell, Mr. & 
Mrs. M. Robbie Hazzard, Mr. Samuel David Herring, Mr. & 
Mrs. Wayne Alan Hester, Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hodges, Mr. 
Kenneth L. Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. Samuel C. Johnson, Mr. & 
Mrs. J. Brooke Johnston Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Braden Kerchof, Mr. 
& Mrs. Robert W. Klyce, Mr. John Lauriello, Ms. Marie T. 
Lichtman, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry O. Lorant, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
Lowder, Mr. Henry S. Lynn, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
McPherson, Mr. & Mrs. Frank McPhillips, Mr. & Mrs. Edgar 
Marx, Mr. Edgar Marx, Jr., Mr. Christopher Metcalf, Mr. & 
Mrs. Bob Moody, Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Murray, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. 
G. Ruffner Page, Mr. & Mrs. William A. Powell, Jr., Dr. & 
Mrs. John W. Poynor, Mr. & Mrs. Wilmer S. Poynor, III, Mr. 
& Mrs. Erskine Ramsay II, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Randolph, 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry B. Ray, Jr., Mrs. Michael G. Rekoff, Jr., 
Mr. Banks Robinson, Mary Roebuck, Mr. & Mrs. Eladio Ruiz 
de Molina, Mr. & Mrs. Hugh J. Rushing, Mrs. Carole B. 
Sanders, Dr. & Mrs. John M. Satterfield, Mr. & Mrs. William 
H. Satterfield, Mr. & Mrs. Leo A. Shaia, Mr. & Mrs. Paschal 
G. Shook, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Shook, Mr. & Mrs. Al 
Simmons, Mr. & Mrs. Terry Slaughter, Mr. & Mrs. William 
M. Slaughter, Mr. James Sokol, Mr. & Mrs. William M. 
Spencer III,  Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Sprague, Ms. Gloria 
Spruill, Mr. & Mrs Arnold Steiner, Mr. & Mrs. James T. 
Stephens, Mr. & Mrs. Elton B. Stephens, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. 
Douglas A. Stockham, Mr. & Mrs. James A. Taylor, Mr. & 
Mrs. James A. Todd, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. J. Scott Vowell, Mr. 
George F. Wheelock, III, Mr. & Mrs. James H. White, Mr. & 
Mrs. David H. White, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Harold Williams, Mrs. 
Barbara E. Wilson, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Yoder.

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
David Bowsher by Alice M. Bowsher; Kenji Takai, Don 
Hagler & Crecy Woodward by Garry McConnell, Kitty 
Steele by Patricia Montabana, Mrs. Robert McGahey,  
Dr. & Mrs. William C. Patterson, Mr. Geoffrey 
Longenecker, Dr. Herbert E. Longenecker, Jr., Dr. Stanton 
Longenecker, Mr. Goodloe White , Mr. & Mrs. James H. 
White IV & Marjorie Lee White by Marjorie L. White

IN MEMORIUM
John M. Bradley, Jr. by Mr. & Mrs. Ehney Camp III  
and Mrs. & Mrs. James H. White III
Marjory Brenkert Fuller by Marjorie L. White

IN HONOR OF
Marjorie L. White by Mrs. Eladio Ruiz de Molina;  
Marjorie Lee White, M. D. by Mr. & Mrs. John P. Adams

Birmingham Historical Society  
Fiscal Year 2001 at December 1, 2001

SOURCE OF FUNDS

  9%	 Individuals Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               	 $19,350 
12%	 Heritage Society Members  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	 $26,300
13%	 Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      	 $29,150
31%	 Foundations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      	 $67,000
18%	 Public: City & State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               	 $40,000 
16%	 Book Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       	 $34,900
  1%	 Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          	 $3,000

TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              	 $219,800

USE OF FUNDS

30%	 Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            	 $65,000
16%	 General & Administrative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	 $35,000
  5%	 Meetings, Tours, Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            	 $11,500
10%	 Research & Documentation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         	 $23,000
35%	 Publications/Exhibits (N=4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         	 $76,000
  4%	 Fund Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                	 $9,300

TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              	 $219,800


