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YEARS

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2017

Formally created the Birmingham Historical Society Endowment Fund and
transferred $1.3 million to the fund that will help support the Society’s
educational programs in future years.

Continued to build our digital collection with the Alabama Department of
Archives and History online Digital Library.

Conducted the Annual Meeting and feted Frances Robb's Shor in Alabama—
A History of Photography, 1839-1941 and tasted members’ Heirloom Cakes.
Hosted the annual Heritage Society Gathering at the Crawford Johnson
Residence, the recently restored home of Maye and Bernard Frei.
Photographed Shades Creek from the springs where it originates to its con-
fluence with the Cahaba River, and researched historical happenings.

Almost completed Historic American Engineering Record documentation of

the Ross Creek Culvert, built late 1863 as part of the Confederate govern-
ment’s development of industrial infrastructure in Shades Valley and today
the centerpiece of the Ross Bridge community.

Researched and prepared a newsletter on the history of the Sloss Quarters
from the opening of the furnaces in the 1880s to today’s recreation.
Hosted Robin Karson, editor of Warren H. Manning—Landscape Architect
and Environmental Planner (the 2017 Members” book) at a public lecture.
Continued to grow Grandmother’s Garden using heirloom plants and prac-
tices. Saturday Walks and Talks featured historical and medicinal plant use,
and Alabama Plein Air Artists painted in the garden.

Celebrated the Society’s 75" Anniversary with a gathering at the Birmingham
Printing Company Buildings, now home to ArchitectureWorks.

FOUNDING THE SOCIETY 1942

CITY HINTORICAL
SOCIETY FORMED

Group Plans To Gather
First-Hand Data For
Axrchives

Birmingham’s first historical so-
ciety was organized this week at a
meeting in the Public Library, at
which time temporary officers were
clected and plans made for draw-
ing - up a constitution and by-laws.

John C. Henley, Jr., presiding as
temporary president, said the pur-
pose of the society would be to
preserve material objects pertain-
ing to the history of Birmingham
and to encourage a wide study of
both city and county.

Henley pointed out that Birming-

youngest city in America for its
size, was recently verified by offi-
cials of .the U. S. Census Bureau,
is unique, in that several citizens
can recall -the actual founding of
the town, whose 71st birthday fell
on the 19th day of December.
“This indicates,” he said, “that
we still have tithe, and the splen-
did opportumty, to preserve histori-
cal facts in their fullest accuracy,
instead of allowing them to become
forever garbled by ithe passing of

£ 1nformatxon will have disap-
eared.” !

Founding President,
author, speaker, philosopher, historian
John C. Henley Jr. (1880-1949)

Preserving Our History

Birmingham shows signs of maturing. It
has become conscious of its history. More
important, it has become conscious that his-
tory can be preserved only in records, and
that unless some person or some group makes
a point of preserving the records, history is
lost, or distorted.

The organization of the Birmingham His-
torical Society is evidence of the city’s ma-
turity, It grows out of a realization that the
time has come to compile and record the facts
of the city’s early life before it is too late.
There are still a few pioneers in the city,
persons whose lives go back to the 1870s
when Birmingham was but a sprawling and
quarreling mining town. Their assistance in
compiling records of the city’s early history
will be valuable and should be utilized now.

It is good to note, however, that the socie-
ty, even though its work deals with the past,
has a forward look. - History is of value to
man only when it enriches his understanding
of the present or points the way to a better
future. The Birmingham Historical Society
proposes to make its work valuable now and
in the future by assuming such tasks as mark-
ing historic sites around the city and by pre-
serving material objects for later study.

Let asword of commendation be said, also,
for the Birmingham Public Library, which
sponsored the organization of the society. A
great library, it has been said, contains the
diary of the human race. The Birmingham
Public Library should at least house the diary
of Birmingham.

The Birmingham News, January 1, 1943




INCORPORATING

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION gz 99 meed(0
BIRM!NGHA'M :ﬂ‘STORICAL SOCIETY
The Members of the Birmingham Historical Society, an unincorporated
assoctation, met on the 19th day of April, 1954, and, by unanimous vote, adopted

the following resolutions:

WBE IT RESOLVED: That the Members of Birmingham
Historical Society, an unincorporated Soclety, desire to
become incorporated under the provisions of Article 3,
Title 10 of the Gode of Alabama, 1940, and we, as such
Members, do hereby signify our intention to become
incorporated under said laws.

WBE IT FURTHER RiSOLVED: That the name of the
or shall be 13 Historical Soclety",

YBE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the following named

persons; are hercby clected as Trustees of the corpora-

tion to serve until the first annual meeting of the corpora-

tion to be held on the third Monday in January, 1955, and until

their successors shall have been elected and qualiffed:
Trustees

M.
Mrs, Sam/Adler Mr. Robert Jemlson, Jr.
Mr. Hill Ferguson Miss Florence Donelson

Mr. Wm. M. Spencer . Mrs, Sellers Stough
Mrs, A. M. Lyan

"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the followlug persons,
who now are Officers of the Assoctation, are hereb;

elected as Officers of the Corporation, to hold office until
the firot annual ineeting of the Soclety on the date herein-
above designated:

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Mr. Hill Ferguson

Mr. Wm. M. Spencer
Mrs. Lydia Eustis Rogers
Miss Florence Donelson
Mr. Richard N. Hawkins

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the elected Trustees
named above are hereby authorized and directed to file in
the Office of the Judge of Probate of Jefferson County,
Alabama, a Certificate of Incorporation, stating the name
selected for the Corporation, the names of the Trustecs
and Officers, and the length of time for which the Trustees
and Officers were elected; such Certificate shall also set
forth the purposes and powers of the Corporation, the
quallfications for memberahip thereln, and such other

iso ms arc uppropriate, proper, or desirable to be
eontlined hl the Certificate of Incorporation.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the above named Trustees, all of whom

AlJabama, have-subscribed their names to these

v 3
presents on this the Iﬁ /7 day of May, 1954,

are citizens of the State of&

&
- 4 ')oca

We, the undersigned, Hill Ferguoon as President and Florence

Donelson as y of the Bi Historical Soclety, hereby
certify that the above and foregoing are true and correct copies of
Resolutions adopted by Birmingham Historical Soclety at a meeting

of its Members held on the 19th day of April, 1954,

Secretary.

Approved and certified by the a of
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Historical Society leaders——New otticers
of the Birmingham Historical Society
look over volumes of Birmingham
sketches and personalities the society
has turned .over to the Birmingham Pub-
lic Library. Left to right: Joseph P. Felton Wimberly, Joseph H. Woodward,
Walker Jr., treasurer; Mrs. Bestor Brown, I, Mrs. Sellers Stough and William M.
vice president; Hill Ferguson, outgoing Spencer.

president, and Ormond Somerville, new
president. Officers not shown are: Mrs.
Darby Brown, vice president and Wil-
liam J. Nelson. Four new trustees of the
society also were elected as follows: T.

We, the undsreigned, Hill Ferguson as Presidentand Floreace

g
Doneldon as Secretary of the Birmingham Historlcal Soélety, hereby 1
certify that the above and foregoing are true and correct coples -of g
R adopted by Lcal Soclety at o mesting E_J;
. of 113 Membera held oathe 19th day of April, 1954, s

Secretary President
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KEEPING BUSY

Hosting Publishing Collecting Designating Initiating ~ Documenting  Conducting Accepting Moving and Growing Building a
meetings with newsletters  records for historic sites preservation of landmarks,  tours, special facade renovating  Grandmother’s digital
speakers and books libraries with markers  historic sites  districts, and  events, and easements  Duncan House Garden collection
and banners neighborhoods  exhibits

Hosting meetings with speakers (1942- )

Publishing bulletins and newsletters (1940s— ),
journals (1960-1977), studies (1980-1993), books
(1977- ), website, bhistorical.org (2002— )

Collecting records for libraries, especially Birmingham
Public Library (1942-1960s+) and Alabama Archives

Designating historic sites with markers (1950s-1980s)
and banners (1987-1990s)

Initiating preservation of historic sites

 Tannehill Furnaces (1950)

* Arlington (1950)

* Sloss Furnaces (1978-1985+)

* Vulcan and His Park (1993-1999)
* Rickwood Field (1994)

* Bethel Baptist Church (1996- )

16 Street Baptist Church (1993+)
* Railroad Park (beginning 1989)

¢ Red Mountain Park (c. 2005)

* Ross Bridge (2017)

Documenting landmarks, districts,

and neighborhoods

* National Register surveys and nominations:
Downtown, Five Points, Southside, Smithfield, Pratt
City, Thomas, Roebuck Springs (1979-1987);
Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights
Mass Meeting Churches, Birmingham Civil Rights
District, Center Street-Dynamite Hill District,
Graymont School (1994-2006)

* National Park Service: The five-county Birmingham
Industrial Heritage District (studies, 1992-1993)

* Historic American Buildings Survey (1993-1998)

* Historic American Engineering Record (1993-
1998, 2017)

* National Landmark Nominations (initiated 1993,
listed 2005, 2006)

* World Heritage Nominations (2007)

* Historic American Landscapes Survey: Mountain
Brook (2010-2013)

Conducting tours, special events, and exhibits

* Tours: Downtown Discovery Tours (1977-2008),
Highland Avenue Bike Ride (1980s), Heritage
Houses (1993- )

* Events: Ghost tellings (1978-1989), Preservation
Week Parade (1985-2000), A Day in Old
Birmingham (1987-1991), Preservation Awards
(1995-2009), Palm Sunday Church Tours (1986-
2000), Second Saturdays at Sloss Walks and Talks
(2016— )

¢ Exhibits: Beginning with Buildings Reborn: New Uses,
Old Places (1983— )

Accepting fagade easements, beginning with the
Redmont Hotel and the rooftop sign (1984-1991) and

earmarking funds received for an endowment

Moving and renovating Duncan House as the
Society’s offices at Sloss Furnaces (1985-1986, 2015—
2017)

Growing Grandmother’s Garden at Sloss Quarters
(2006~ )

Building a digital collection, Alabama Department of
Archives & History Digital Library (2015-2017)



PUBLISHING

(not including issues of the BHS Journal)

1978  Downtown Birmingham: Architectural and Historical Walking Tour Guide

1978 Downtown Discovery Tour

1978  The Ghost in the Sloss Furnaces

1980 Birmingham Heritage Hike Guide and Patch

1981 The Birmingham District: An Industrial History and Guide

1982 Town Within A City: The Five Points South Neighborhood, 1880-1930

1983 Five Points Heritage Hike and Patch

1984 Old Birmingham, New Architecture: Student Projects for an Historic Downtown Context

1985 Go To Town, Birmingham: A Public Forum on a Vital City Center

1986 Image of the City

1988 House Detective: A Guide to Researching Birmingham Buildings

1989 Buildings Against Cities: The Struggle to Make Places

1989  Designs on Birmingham: A Landscape History of a Southern City and Its Suburbs

1990 Cinderella Stories: Transformations of Historic Birmingham Buildings

1991 Judge Clarence Allgood: His Brother’s Keeper

1991  Mountain Brook Estates (reprint of 1926 publication)

1992 True Tules of Birmingham

1994 The Birmingham Industrial Heritage District Map

1995 Vulcan and His Times

1995 Birmingham'’s Vulcan (reprint of 1938 booklet)

1996 Birmingham View: Through the Years in Photographs

1997 Birmingham Bound: An Atlas of the South’s Premier Industrial Region, 1850~Present

1998 A Walk to Freedom: The Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth and the Alabama Christian Movement for
Human Rights, 19561964

1998 Low Virtues: The Value of Human Scale Architecture to Birmingham Urbanism

1998 In Celebration of the Restoration of Alabama Power Companys 1925 Tower

1999  Vive Vulcan!

1999 Walking Tours of Birmingham Churches Conducted from 1990 to 1999

2001 A Pizzella View: Governor Braxton Bragg Comer and His Family

2001 Aspiration: Birmingham’s Historic Houses of Worship

2003 A Guide to Architectural Styles Featuring Birmingham Homes

2004 Art of the New South: Women Artists of Birmingham, 1890-1950

2005 A Park System for Birmingham (reprint of 1925 Olmsted Brothers plan)

2006  The Olmsted Vision: Parks for Birmingham

2007 Hand Down Unbarmed: Olmsted Files on Birmingham Parks, 1920-1925

2008  D. O. Whilldin: Alabama Architect

2009  Mountain Brook Village: Then and Now

2010 Digging Out of the Great Depression: Federal Programs at Work in and Around Birmingham

2011 The Jemison Magazine and The Selling of Birmingham, 1910-1914 (journal reprint)

2012 The Jemison Magazine: Birmingham and Mountain Brook, 1926—1930 (journal reprint)

2013 MINUTES-Central Committee, 1963: Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights and
Southern Christian Leadership Conference

2014 Mountain Brook: A Historic American Landscape

2015 Bob Moody’s Birmingham: A City in Watercolor

2016 For Science and Humanity: Building Southern Research

2016  Birmingham, 1915

2017 Warren H. Manning’s City Plan of Birmingham (reprint of 1919 report)

DISTRICT

BIRMINGHAM
An Industrial History and Guide




BUILDING A DIGITAL COLLECTION

In April 2017, the Alabama Department of Archives & History agreed to host PDFs (searchable and ready to download) of
BHS newsletters, Journals, and selected publications (see below). They are located on the web at
digital.archives.alabama.gov / Alabama Genealogy and History Publications / Birmingham Historical Society.
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REPORT ON MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS

November 1, 2016 to December 1, 2017

The following donors have generously supported the Society at levels above the general membership dues.
We acknowledge their support and express our gratitude.

HERITAGE SOCIETY MEMBERS

Benefactors Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Caldwell III,

Mr. & Mis. Ehney A. Camp III, Mr. Thomas Carruthers Jr.,
Mr. & Mrs. William E Denson, Mr. & Mrs. David M.
Driscoll, Dr. E Cleveland Kinney, Mr. & Mrs. B. Hanson
Slaughter, Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Sprague,

Mr. & Mirs. James H. White III, Mr. A. Steve Williams 11T

Members Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Adams Jr.,

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Allen Jr., Ms. Allison A. Boone,

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Boulware III, Mr. & Mis. Lee M.
Bowron, Mr. & Mrs. William A. Bowron Jr., Ms. Alice M.
Bowsher, Ms. Kaydee Erdreich Breman, Mr. & Mrs. John
Brock, Mr. & Mis. John C. Carraway, Mr. Patrick Cather,
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey H. Cohn, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel B.
Coleman, Ms. Sumter Carmichael Coleman,

Mt. & Mrs. Jim D. Cooley, Mr. & Mrs. Don Cosper,

Mr. & Mis. Barton T. Crawford, Mr. & Mrs. Russell
Cunningham III, Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Daniel, M. Steve
DeMedecis, Mr. & Mrs. James W. Emison,

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin L. Erdreich, Mr. & Mrs. R. Glenn
Eubanks, Mr. & Mrs. Samuel H. Frazier,

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Frei, Mr. & Mrs. William D. French,
Mt. & Mrs. Harold H. Goings, Dr. Lawrence W. Greer,
Mrt. & Mrs. Wyatt R. Haskell, Mr. & Mrs. Meredyth R.
Hazzard Jr., Dr. Leta Herring, Mr. Samuel D. Herring,
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne A. Hester, Mr. and Mrs. John D.
Johns, Mr. & Mrs. Catlisle Jones, Mr. & Mrs. Kent Keyser,
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne W. Killion Jr., Mr. & Mrs. David B.
Kimerling, Mr. Sol Kimerling, Mr. & Mrs. Robert W.
Klyce, Dr. Julius E. Linn Jr., Mr. Henry Sharpe Lynn Jr.,
Mr. & Mrs. Frank McPhillips, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Marx
Jr., Mr. Christopher W. Metcalf, Mr. & Mrs. Ruffner G.
Page, Mrs. William A. Powell Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Wilmer S.
Poynor 111, Mr. & Mrs. W. Dan Puckett,

Mt. & Mrs. Erskine Ramsay II, Mr. & Mrs. Henry B. Ray
Jr., Ms. Elberta G. Reid, Mr. & Mirs. John H. Roberts,
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Roberts, Mr. Banks Robertson Jr.,
Mr. & Mrs. Eladio Ruiz de Molina, Mr. & Mrs. Hugh J.
Rushing, Mr. & Mrs. William J. Rushton IV,

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Serra, Mr. & Mrs. George Simpson,
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Slaughter, Mr. & Mis. John S.
Steiner, Mr. & Mrs. J. T. Stephens, Mr. & Mrs. Donald B.
Sweeney Jr., Mrs. Lucille R. Thompson, Mr. & Mrs. Brent
Uptain, Mr. & Mrs. J. Scott Vowell, Mr. & Mrs. James C.

Walker Jr., Ms. Marion E. Walker, Mr. & Mrs. Goodloe H.
White, Mr. & Mrs. James H. White IV, Dr. Marjorie Lee
White.

DONOR MEMBERS M. & Mrs. John P. Adams,

Ms. Leah Marie Atkins, Mr. & Mrs. David Bains,

Mr. & Mis. D. Eason Balch Jr., Ms. Frances C. Bennett,
Mr. & Mrs. Harold B. Blach Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Clarence B.
Blair, Mr. Gordon Blair, Mr. Thomas Bowron, Mrs. Elna R.
Brendel, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Byram, Mr. & Mrs. David Camp,
Mr. James E Carter, Mr. & Mrs. Walter N. Clark,

Dr. & Mrs. John Cocoris, Ms. Annie R. Cornwell,

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Cosby, Mrs. Ron Council,

Ms. Nancy Cox, Mr. & Mrs. John K. Craig,

Mr. & Mrs. William E Denson I1I, Ms. Jacquelyn Dobbs,
Mr. & Mrs. Royce Earnest, Mr. & Mrs. Michael L.
Edwards, Dr. & Mis. Frederick J. Elsas, Ms. Barbara G.
Fant, Ms. Toula Fulford, Mr. Robert M. Gambrell Jr.,

M. & Mrs. Hubert W. Goings, Mr. & Mrs. T. Michael
Goodrich, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gray, Mr. & Mrs. Timothy
Gregg, Mr. & Mrs. James E. Griffith, Mr. & Mrs. Jack D.
Hain, Dr. & Mrs. William C. Hansford,

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Harmon, Ms. Kathy Hinkle-

Mr. Herb Trotman, Mr. & Mrs. Dale Holditch,

Mr. & Mrs. William L. Holman, Dr. and Mrs. David
Hufham, Ms. Judy Jones, Mr. & Mrs. Joe B. LaRussa,

Mrs. William M. Lee, Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Loftin,

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Loper, Mr. & Mrs. Linn Lower,

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Mills, Mr. James Stanley Moss,

Dr. & Mrs. Markham D. Oswald, Mr. & Mrs. Alton B.
Parker Jr., Mr. & Mrs. J. Wray Pearce, Ms. Patty A.
Pilkerton, Mr. & Mis. Robert Pless, Mr. & Mrs. George G.
Plosser, Mr. and Mrs. W. Dan Puckett, Mr. & Ms. Richard
Randolph III, Mr. & Mrs. William H. Ray Jr., Mr. L. Paul
Roderick, Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Rushing, Ms. Lacey Sargent,
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Satterfield, Mr. & Mrs. William E.
Shanks Jr., Ms. Carol L. Slaughter, Ms. Jodie Smith,

Ms. Marilyn S. Smith, Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Sockwell,

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Socolof, Mr. & Mis. Richard L.
Stanford, Dr. & Mrs. Samuel N. Stayer, Mr. & Mrs. David
M. Stewart, Mr. & Mrs. Lewis M. Stewart,

M. & Mrs. James L.E. Terry, Mr. Ben Thompson,

M. William A. Thompson III, Ms. Katherine M. Tipton,
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Welden, Mr. & Mrs. George E Wheelock,
M. George I. Winston III, Mr. & Mrs. John N. Wrinkle.

CORPORATE DONORS

Benefactors Dunn-French Foundation; Marx Brothers, Inc.,
Protective Life Corporation

Sustainers EBSCO Industries Inc., Medical Properties
Trust, Inc.

Members Jemison Investment Company, Inc.; Regions
Bank; Vulcan Materials Company

DONORS TO THE ENDOWMENT

Ms. Barbara Fant, Mr. and Mrs. J. David Fraley, Mr. &
Mis. J. M. Rushing, Ms. Carol L. Slaughter, Mr. James H.
White IIT

OTHER DONORS

In memory of Bill Lee: Carol Slaughter, Marjorie White
In honor of Carrie Hinds: Evelyn and Michael Jefcoat
In honor of William Hinds: Evelyn and Michael Jefcoat
Gift Membership Givers: Allison Boone, John and Liz
Carraway

DONORS TO SOCIETY PROJECTS

Providing Storage for Society Books
Edgar Marx Jr. and Marx Brothers, Inc.

Shades Creek Project
Anonymous, Anonymous, Mary Smith Slaughter Fund.

Birmingham Historical Society is a private, nonprofit
organization whose mission is to contribute to the quality of
life in Birmingham by preserving, learning from, and
celebrating the city’s past while helping to shape its future.
Members receive newsletters, invitations to events and the
annual publication. Those members joining at the Heritage
Society level receive invitations to additional events. To
purchase Society publications, see the BHS web-site www.
bhistorical.org or amazon.com for titles available or contact
us at One Sloss Quarters, Birmingham, Alabama, 35222,

t. 205-251-1880. The Society mails book orders.

Membership is for the calendar year: January-December.

Members must pay 2018 dues to receive the 2018 annual
publication.

Officers

Trustees

Wayne A. Hester

Kaydee Erdreich Breman

Cathy C. Adams

David M. Driscoll

Richard R. Randolph III

President Vice President Craig Allen Jr. James W. Emison Henry B. Ray Jr.
Carol L. Slaughter Patricia H. Camp Regina Ammon Samuel H. Frazier Carolanne Roberts
Secretary Vice President Ron Bates Harold H. Goings Brian R. Rushing
Allison A. Boone Julius E. Linn Jr. Martha Bouyer Wyatt R. Haskell Barbara S. Shores
Treasurer Vice President Camillle Agricola Bowman Judy Jones Paula Stanton
Marjorie L. White Richard W. Sprague Lee M. Bowron Birgit Kibelka Ben Thompson
Chairman of the Board Vice President Alice M. Bowsher Cleve Kinney Katherine M. Tipton

Diane Burnett

Sallie M. Lee

Karen Emison Uptain

Charles S. Caldwell I1I Edgar B. Marx Jr. Marion Walker
Belle Sumter Coleman Louise McPhillips Gregory Wilson
Gail Cosby Vaughn McWilliams

Elizabeth B. Crawford

Linda J. Nelson




