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ERECTED IN 1910, THE ORIGINAL CONCRETE AND STEEL GRANDSTAND WATCHED STARS SUCH AS MULES SUTTLES, SATCHEL PAIGE, AND THIS RECORDING PROJECT WAS UNDERTAKEN BY THE HISTORIC =
AT RICKWOOD FIELD IS THE OLDEST BASEBALL GRANDSTAND ON ITS WILLIE MAYS FINE TUNE THE SKILLS THAT LAUNCHED THEM INTO AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY/HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING
ORIGINAL SITE IN THE UNITED STATES. THE GRANDSTAND FORMS STARDOM. THE BLACK BARONS REACHED THE NEGRO LEAGUE RECORD (HABS/HAER) OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE,
THE CORE OF AN HISTORIC SALLPARK WHICH INCLUDES A 1928 WORLD SERIES THREE TIMES IN THE 19405 AND CONTINUED PLAYING DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, AS PART OF A LONG-RANGE
MISSION-STYLE ENTRYWAY AND OTHER SUBSEQUENT ADDITIONS, AT RICKWOOD-ALTERNATING FIELD TIME WITH THE (WHITE) BARONS - FROGRAM TO DOCUMENT HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURE,
MODELED AFTER PITTSBURGH'S FORBES FIELD, RICKWOOD IS ONE OF UNTIL 1963, ENGINEERING, AND INDUSTRIAL WORKS IN THE UNITED STATES. THE
THE FEW GRANDSTANDS WHICH REMAIN AS A TESTAMENT TO THE RICKWOOD FIELD RECORDING PROJECT WAS CO-SPONSORED DURING
NOW CLASSIC EARLY 20TH CENTURY STYLE OF BALLPARK LIKE ALL SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS IN BIRMINGHAM PRICR TO (964, THE SUMMER _OF 1993 8Y HABS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF ROBERT J
CONSTRUCTION. THE STADIUM WAS BUILT BY LOCAL INDUSTRIALIST RICKWOOD REMAINED RACIALLY SEGREG ATED IN THE STANDS AND KAPSCH, CHIEF OF HABS/HAER AND BY THE BIRMINGHAM HISTORICAL
H."RICK" WOODWARD, il FOR HIS BIRMINGHAM BARONS BASEBALL ON THE FIELD. THE BARONS CONTINUED TO ATTRACT LARGE SOCIETY, MARJORIE L. WHITE, DIRECTOR.
CLUB, AND WAS ALSO HOME TO THE BLACK BARONS AND THE CROWDS BEFCRE FOLDING THEIR CLUB [N THE FACE OF INTEGRATION -
OAKLAND A'S FARM TEAMS. AS THE CENTER FOR LEISURE-TIME PRIOR TO THE 1962 SEASON. INTEGRATED PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL THE FIELD WORK, MEASURED DRAWINGS, HISTORICAL REPORTS, AND 5
ACTIVITY, THE FIELD WAS AN IMPORTANT SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RESUMED AT RICKWOOD IN 1964 AND CONTINUED OFF AND ON PHOTOGRAPHS WERE PREPARED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF ERIC N
INSTITUTION IN THIS SOUTHERN INDUSTRIAL CITY. THROUGH 1987. DELONY, CHIEF OF HAER, AND CRAIG N. STRONG, HAER ARCHITECT; a| 2 H
PAUL D. DOLINSKY, CHIEF OF HABS, AND JOSEPH BALACHOWSKI, 2 & | .
PLAYING INTHE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION AND LATER THE SOUTHERN IN THE 19205 RICKWOOD UNDERWENT MAJOR ADDITIONS TO THE HABS ARCHITECT, AND CATHERINE LAVOIE, HABS HISTORIAN. THE il 5 r e 5
LEAGUE, BIRMINGHAM'S MINOR LEAGUE FRANCHISES WON NINE PRESENT GRANDSTAND AND ENTRYWAY, AS WELL AS THE ERECTION RECORDING TEAM CONSISTED OF PROFESSOR JOHN P. WHITE, TEXAS £l 8 | H
PENNANTS DURING THEIR TENURE AT RICKWOOD FIELD. EACH ERA OF THE NOW DEFUNCT DROP-IN SCOREBOARD IN LEFT FIELD. LIGHT TECH UNIVERSITY, ARCHITECT AND OVERALL SUPERVISOR; THOMAS | 2 SWTRAMGE PXALON  FOMEATION CONGRETE H
PRODUCED TS OWN MEMORABLE GAMES AND FAVORITE PLAYERS TOWERS WERE ADDED IN 1936, AND IN THE 19408 NEW FENCES WERE W. WILLIAMS, AUBURN UNIVERSITY, INDIVIDUAL TEAM SUPERVISOR, § g Ry ATUeGh (M ATRETIRAL GLATTRE -
FOR THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE RICKWOOD FIELD HOLDS A PLAGE BUILT IN THE OUTFIELD REDUCING RICKWOUD'S MAMMOTH AND ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIANS JOHN BACUS, THE COOPER UNION 3 2 i) T i £
IN THE HEART FOR THE BASEBALL BUFF AND CASUAL FAN ALIKE. DIMENSIONS AND ALLOWING MORE HOMERUNS. THOUGH NO LONGER FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE AND ART; BARBARA SCHMIDT, H ) 2
HOME TO PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL RICKWOOD IS USED BY THE CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN LUIS DBISPO, AND gl 5 GORFEHERGE ook CONGRETE g
IN 1920 THE BIRMINGHAM BLACK BARONS BEGAN PLAYING IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND RECREATIONAL LEAGUES FOR BASEBALL W. GREG SIMON, VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE < & WALLS BUARD ND BATTEN WOGDEN SIDING, CONCRETE BLOCK £
NEGRO LEAGUES AND RICKWOOD RAPIDLY BECAME THE JEWEL OF GAMES. EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY TO RESTORE RICKWOOD TO ITS UNIVERSITY. THE HISTORICAL REPORT WAS PREPARED BY HEMANT gl &5 RooE BLILT-UP ASPHALT WITH GRAVEL 5
SOUTHERN BLACK BASEBALL. THE FIELD SERVED AS A CENTRAL FORMER GRANDEUR 5. DAMLE, UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI,  LARGE-FORMAT il = E
GATHERING PLACE FOR BIRMINGHAM'S BLACK COMMUNITY AS THEY PHOTOGRAPHY WAS DONE BY JET LOWE 3 & = NORTHWEST ELEVATION reer aneneiios Aol et F z
g ] o
= 2 by — | METERS  1-64 —_ = — gl 2
al = 2 =
2| 3 H
3 =z 5 =
g 2 E
i = | =
il | il |

as America’s oldest ballpark.

Birmingham Historical Society cosponsored the1993 documentation known as HABS AL-897.
The project’s 28 photos, 22 drawings, and a 58-page historical report, now at the Library of Congress, are available worldwide.
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MATERIALS MATERIALS
FIRST FLOOR FLOORS CONCRETE SEATING TREADS CONCRETE
WALLS STRUCTURAL CLAY TILE, PLASTERED SEATING RISERS COMCRETE
CEILING PLASTER AND WOOD SEATING STRUCTURE  CONCRETE COLUMNSG AND BEAMS
ROOF STRUCTURE STEEL COLUMNS ARD TRUSSES
SECONDFLOOR  FLOORS CERAMIC TILE AND CARPET CERING TONGUE - AND-GROCVE WOODEN BOARDS 1
WALLS PLASTER AND WOOD PANELING
CEILING SUSPENDED ACOUSTICAL TILE "
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FOUNDATION CONCRETE g | FOUNDATION CONCRETE 3
WALLS CONCRETE BLOCK ANO STUCCO & WALLS CONCRETE BLOCK g i
SEATING STRUCTURE  AEINFORCED CONGAETE 2 SEATING STRUCTURE  REINFORCED CONCRETE H I
ROCF STRUCTURE STEEL COLUMNS AND TRUSSES H ROOF STRUGTURE STEEL COLUMNS AND TRUSSES i
i:;:lb!'l!‘a RAILING :22’:[:?'52:&:'1 L:éu:“""‘mw"m SIDING E GRANDSTANG RARLING WOODEN STRUCTURE WITH WOODEN BOARD SIDING 5 ;;
PHAL L 2 i ROOF ASPHALT ROLL ROOFING a1
PRESS BOX WOODEN STRUCTURE WITH NARROW-BOARD WOCDEN SIDING u LIGHT STANDARD STEEL FRAME 2l
e potr ] |
¢ H - % o B
. . » . - B' HIGH CHAIN-LINK FENCE ALONG OUTER BACK EDGE OF ROOF 5l & 144" B & HIGH CHAIN-LINK FENGE ALONG DUTER BACK EDGE OF ROOF 5 § ér
L 3 o 5 E H
? NORTH ELEVATION reer  aaeero FLAML 1 ] H B , NORTH ELEVATION veer seneror il F— F Iz
| kevoran =t =1 o 3 N keveian ; 2 LR
LEFT FIELD METERS ] H LEFT FIELD METERS 164 ?_|_§_‘_J_‘ H I
H H
HE I
=
H il 2
i = i] ®
! 8 i
ilL il

i
-
i




